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Community Association Update Following AGM 
On Wednesday 25 March, 14 people enjoyed the Association’s Community Challenge, which 
included One Foot in the Grave & Disney, and a short AGM, celebrating Fairfield, Wildmoor & 
Stoneybridge. 

Once again, the numbers attending this annual event were disappointing and is very deflating for 

the volunteers that help make our community a brilliant place to live.  It is not too much to ask to 

attend this annual event and show that you care about where you live. 

A committee was formed for the year ahead, if you would like to be part of this steering group – 

which meets 3 or 4 times a year – email chair@fvca.org.uk.  PLEASE keep YOUR community alive, 

we need YOU. 

Draft minutes, for the AGM, have been prepared, to read visit the Community Association page 

on our website, www.fvca.org.uk  

Your Community Needs You! 
 
Committee Member (4 meetings a year) 

Litter picking (2nd Saturday in each month, 10.30am – 11.30am) 

Foodie Fairfield (first Saturday in each month, 9.00am – 12noon) 

• Serving in the Café or Helping on the bread stall 

• Putting out tables (Friday evening 8.40pm – 9.15pm) or tidying the Hall after the 
event 

 

Bromsgrove Arts/Fairfield Flicks (various dates) 

• Helping front of house/serving behind the bar 
 
Village Hall 

• Trustee or doing odd jobs, such as minor repairs and clearing the guttering 
 
If you can help or require further information email: admin@fvca.org.uk 
 
Fairfield Village Community Association, a group of residents working hard for Fairfield, Wildmoor & 
Stoneybridge. 
 
Like www.facebook.com/fairfieldinformation  Follow: www.twitter.com/fairfield_info 
 
Subscribe to the e-Newsletter: www.fvca.org.uk  

mailto:chair@fvca.org.uk
http://www.fvca.org.uk/
mailto:admin@fvca.org.uk?subject=&body=
http://www.facebook.com/fairfieldinformation
http://www.twitter.com/fairfield_info
http://www.fvca.org.uk/
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Dancing In Easter 
 
At April’s Foodie Fairfield, which was on Easter 
Saturday, we were joined by Ælfgythe Border 
Morris dancers, who gave a demonstration of 
traditional Border Morris dancing and later 
gave people an opportunity to get involved.  
The whole morning, Bording Morris dancing,  
Foodie Fairfield, an appearance by the Easter 
Bunny, who gave away some Easter Eggs, was 
enjoyed by everyone who attended. 
 
 

Future Entertainment at Foodie Fairfield 
 

6th June:  Join Wally Wombat from 10.15am to 11.00am as he 
entertains young and old; there will be plenty of silliness and 
children’s magic for you to enjoy. 
 
1st August:  Ælfgythe Border Morris will be joining us again, having 

been very popular when they visited in April; they will be in full kit 

to entertain and educate you on the history and tradition of Border 

Morris dancing at 10.30am, and then at 11.15am there will be 

further dancing and an opportunity for you to get involved.   

Treasurer Needed 

 
Due to the current treasurer moving out of the area, a new Treasurer is needed for the 

Community Association, ideally with basic bookkeeping skills. If you can fill this voluntary role, 

email chair@fvca.org.uk  

Subscribe to our eNewsletter 
 
If you want to keep up to date with what’s going on in our community with more regular 
updates, and additional news and crime prevention advice, subscribe to our eNewsletter, which 
will be sent to your email inbox several times a week.  To subscribe, fill in the Newsletter 
subscription box on our website www.fvca.org.uk or email admin@fvca.org.uk   
 

mailto:chair@fvca.org.uk
http://www.fvca.org.uk/
mailto:admin@fvca.org.uk
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Shop Local and Support Local Food Producers 
 
Locally sourced & artisan foods are on sale at the Forfeld Store, Fairfield's Community Shop at 
Fairfield Village Hall.  The shop is open: 
 

• during Foodie Fairfield (1st Sat, 9am - noon) and  
 

• 1st, 2nd & 4th Wednesday afternoon (1.30pm - 3.30pm) 
 
Our stock includes  Hinton's Gin, Astley Wines, Franks Biscuits, Croome Cheese, Cotswold Gold 
Mayonnaise, Mathew's Flour, Emily Jams & Pickles, Two Farmers Crisps, Pimhill Porridge & 
Muesli, and much more. 

Customers Donate to Children’s Hospital Charity 
 
At May’s Foodie Fairfield ‘Ukes on the Edge’ entertained customers and collected donations for 
their chosen charity, Birmingham Children’s Hospital.  Customers enjoyed the entertainment 
and ‘Uke on the Edge’ would like to thank you for your generous donations. 
 

Wombling For a Tidy Community 
 
OUR LITTER PICKERS NEED YOUR HELP TO KEEP WHERE 
YOU LIVE TIDY. 
 
Yes, it is where YOU live! 
 
The Wombles need your help – even if it is ONE HOUR A 
YEAR – to help keep Fairfield, Wildmoor & Stoneybridge 
grot free; roads, ditches & open spaces. 
 
Please join one of the Community Litter Picks on the 2nd Saturday of each month, meeting at 
10.30am outside the village hall.  We only ask that you donate one hour of your time to help 
keep where you live tidy.  Please wear suitable clothing and footwear, equipment will be 
provided.  If weather conditions are not favourable, the litter pick will be postponed until the 
following month. Next litter picks: 13 June, 11 July, 8 August 
 

Reporting Fly-Tipping on Private Land 
 
The National Farmers Union encourages farmers and members of the public to report 
incidences of fly-tipping to the local authority, even when fly-tipping occurs on private land; 
the local authority (Bromsgrove District Council) should be informed so that the statistics 
reflect the scale of the issue more accurately. 
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Saturday Night’s Alright 
 
With hit songs from the 1950s to present 
day, THE PRONOUNCED provided non-stop 
entertainment when they took to the stage 
at the Village Hall in April.  Their THROUGH 
THE DECADES SHOW included songs from 
Chuck Berry, Dusty Springfield, The Beetles, 
Abba, Donna Summer, Elton John, Guns & 
Roses, Robbie Williams, Dolly Parton, Mark 
Ronson, Oasis and many more artists.  The 
show included humour, props, hats, a 
costume change, and many people taking to 
the dance floor.  Everyone left the building 
saying how good the band was and asking if 
we will have them back; they will be returning on Saturday 22nd May 2027. 

Church Hall 100 
 
In the Autumn newsletter, there will be details on how we will be making 100 years since 
the original Church Hall was opened; start digging through your photo album, because we 
would like to see your Church/Village Hall photos on 30 & 31 October. 

 

Wednesdays Are Meant for Socialising 
 
A good turnout at our Easter Social 
Wednesday, with all three table tennis tables 
in use, and people enjoying a Cuppa & Chat.  
The Wednesday Social takes place on the 1st, 
2nd & 4th Wednesday of each month 1.30pm - 
3.30pm, you can play table tennis. indoor 
curling, board games, have a knit & natter, use 
the Book Swap, or relax with friends.  This a 
FREE activity, with FREE hot drinks and 
biscuits.  You can use the computer and/or 
charge up your mobile devices. 
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8 Hills Regional Park Update 
 
Following consultation with neighbouring local authorities, there is now a new proposed 
boundary for 8 Hills. This revised area includes parts of Dudley, Birmingham and Solihull, 
covering approximately 58 square miles. 
 

 
 
The project to establish the 8 Hills Regional Park is being led by the National Trust, with the 
support of various stakeholders, including Fairfield Village Community Association, representing 
Fairfield, Wildmoor & Stoneybridge. 
 
As part of the project a pipeline of footpaths are being created and we would like to hear your 
suggestions, email chair@fvca.org.uk. It is hoped, working with local landowners, permissive 
footpaths can be created, with the landowner receiving a Payment for Access, funded by 
Cotswold Outdoors; landowners being fairly compensated based on the number of people using 
the path, ensuring that both the community and the landowner benefit from improved access 
to nature.  
 
As an active partner in ReNEW, the Cultural Compact for North East Worcestershire, the 
Community Association looks forward to collaborative working with the 8 Hills community and 
local creatives to develop a cultural identity for the 8 Hills Regional Park which celebrates local 
people’s connectedness to the landscape. This will inform the production of a public art gateway 
that will act as the first physical marker for access to the regional park. Once further information 
is known we look forward to people in our community being part of this initiative. 
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Please remember to use easyfundraising every time you shop online. Over 8,000 retailers will 
donate to us, including all the big names like eBay, John Lewis & Partners, Argos, ASOS, Expedia, 
M&S, Just Eat, Uswitch and many more! This means you can raise FREE donations for us no 
matter what you’re buying. 
 
If you haven’t signed up to support us yet, it’s easy and completely FREE. These donations really 
help us, so it would be great if you could take a moment to get started! 
 
You can find our easyfundraising page here:  
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/fairfieldvillageca  Thank you! 
 

Recycling Ink Catridges:  Good For The Planet, 

Good For Your Community 
Pop your empty ink cartridges in the collection box at the 
Village Hall (sorry, not laser cartridges). 
 
The box can be accessed during Foodie Fairfield, The 
Wednesday Social and during our BARTS events. 
 
Every penny raised, recycling and shopping through 
Easyfundraising is used to support your Community 
Association and the many initiative the Association 
delivers, including helping to pay for the quarterly newsletters that residents receive. 
 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/fairfieldvillageca
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Laughter at the Village Hall 
 
On Wednesday 22 April, Stratford Theatre Company 
(STC) took to the stage at the Village Hall with a 
performance of MUCH ADO ABOUT FALSTAFF, which 
was enjoyed by the audience.   
 
There was much laughter during the show, with the 
bickering & thoughts of Falstaff & Mistress Quickly, 
and we look forward to STC returning back to our Hall, 
later this year, with Three Men In a Boat on 28 
October. 

Getting Ready To Buzz 
 
The wildflower zone on the Recreation Ground around 
the War Memorial Orchard is coming along nicely, 
amongst the wildflowers that are growing are Oxeye 
Daisies and Common Knapweed, all good for our 
pollinators.   
 
What wildflowers can you find growing in the zone? 
 

Which Tree Bears Which Fruit? 

 
Thanks to match funding from our County Councillor’s 
Divisional Fund, we have been able to buy an 
information lectern that is now sited near the 
Millennium Garden. The lectern, which was installed 
by volunteers Nick & Paul, contains a plan of the 
Coronation & War Memorial Orchards and details the 
trees that have been planted.  The plan was produced 
with the support of Wade Muggleton at Worcestershire County Council. 
 

Is the Forfeld Store Expensive?   
 
Check out our prices against the main supermarkets and you will see that we have similar prices 
(unless they have the item discounted). 
 
Buy from us and you are helping you and your community, as well as supporting local and artisan 
food producers. 
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Neighbourhood Watch  
 
Help Keep Our Community Safe 

Life’s safer when you know your neighbours and the community 
pull together.  If you see suspicious activity REPORT IT, online via 
https://www.westmercia.police.uk  or telephone 101.  If it is safe 
to do so, share your observations with us admin@fvca.org.uk  so 
that we can make others aware. 
  
What is Suspicious Activity? 
If a vehicle/person feels out of place please report to the Police as suspicious activity, tel. 101. 
Even if something seems trivial to you, it’s worth reporting as it could be important/vital 
information. Please remain vigilant at all times, and not just during anyone incident. 
 

Protect Your Property 
FREE Crime Prevention booklets and SmartWater Property Marking kits are available from the 
Community Association during the Wednesday Social and Foodie Fairfield. 

 
News In Brief 

• Local Policing team are aiming to get to Foodie Fairfield (not May 2026), 10.00am – 
10.45am.  Residents are encouraged to meet the team and to raise any issues with 
them, or seek crime prevention advice.  The team are also popping into the 
Bournheath Coffee Morning on the 3rd Wednesday of each month. 

• Since the start of the year there have been two incidents of burglary/attempted 
burglary in Fairfield village. 

• During the Easter school break, youngsters entered private land, causing vandalism, 
including lighting a fire. Please remind your children about not entering private land 
and not lighting fires. 

• Fly-tipping continues to be an issue, especially on Malthouse Lane. 

• Vigilance is needed regarding livestock thefts and worrying. 
 
Crime Data 
Recorded crime in the Fairfield, Wildmoor & Stoneybridge area for the first 2 months of 2026.  
Please remain vigilant, report suspicious activity, let’s work together for a safer community. 
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There’s Safety in Numbers 
Be part of our Neighbourhood Watch Group, to join (it’s FREE) sign up to West Mercia Police’s 
Neighbourhood Matter and opt in to join our Neighbourhood Watch Group, 
www.neighbourhoodmatters.co.uk  Also, subscribe to our Community E-circular, fill in the 
Newsletter box on our website’s Home Page, www.fvca.org.uk  

Keeping Older Persons Safe Online 

Whilst the world of the Internet offers great opportunities for young and old alike, it also 
presents many risks. A recent crime survey stated that more than a fifth of respondents aged 65 
years and over had been a victim of fraud in the last year. 

Older victims of fraud may also become more secretive about what has happened, because of 
the feelings of shame and guilt they have through falling to the fraudsters. 

So why not sit down and have a chat with older family members, friends, or neighbours about 
staying safe online, on the phone and even on the doorstep? 

Talk to them about the types of Fraud to watch out for, and how they can protect themselves.  

TYPES OF FRAUD  

As technology becomes more sophisticated, so do the techniques used by criminals and this has 
been exacerbated by the development of Artificial intelligence – A.I. 

 They now use a wide variety of methods to trick people, the most frequent are listed below: 

IMPERSONATION FRAUD 

Criminals are experts at impersonating trusted organisations, including banks, the police, and 
government departments such as HMRC and DVLC, to convince you to make a payment, or share 
your personal and financial detail. 

INVESTMENT FRAUD 

There are numerous paid adverts or comparison sites claiming to be legitimate firms offering 
guaranteed returns with minimal risk. You may be asked to complete a “Contact Form” with 
your personal details for a Call-Back. 

The use of genuine company logos, celebrity endorsements and testimonials may often be fake. 

PURCHASE FRAUD 

It can be easy to fall for a purchase scam. Criminals advertise goods/services at “too good to be 
true” prices often via social media or auction sites to trick people into purchasing something 
that does not exist. They often use images taken from genuine sellers to convince you they are 
the real deal. They may also ask for payment prior to delivery and send fake receipts and invoices 
that seem to be from the payment provider. 

Where possible pay by Credit Card which offers you a level of protection in reclaiming payments 
if things go wrong. 

http://www.neighbourhoodmatters.co.uk/
http://www.fvca.org.uk/
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ROMANCE FRAUD 

The ease of online dating services often means you can find the love of your life in the comfort 
of your own home. However, this also provides criminals with an opportunity to gain your trust 
and build a relationship with you by using information and fake identities found on social media 
– also known as catfishing. Criminals will claim to declare strong feelings for you just after a few 
conversations before pretending to need money for a personal emergency or flights to visit you.  

So be wary about the type of personal information you add to your social media profile, as 
criminals can “harvest” those details to create a compatible profile online which makes you feel 
safe to engage with them.  

COURIER FRAUD 

If you’re contacted by someone purporting to be from your bank or the police, take a moment 
to question their authenticity. If the caller is from the bank, they may claim that their system 
has spotted a fraudulent payment on your card or that it is due to expire and needs to be 
replaced.                                        

They may even confirm personal details about you, such as your full name and address and offer 
you peace of mind by having someone such as a courier collect your card to save you from having 
to go to your bank or local police station. You may even be asked to write down your PIN and 
place it in a separate envelope to that of your card.  Banks will never ask you for personal details 
over the phone. 

DOORSTEP FRAUD 

Doorstep criminals can come in all sorts of disguises, from dodgy salesmen to unscrupulous 
tradespeople and, can be very convincing. They may claim to have noticed something about 
your property that needs work or improvement, such as the roof, and offer to fix it for a price 
which rapidly increases as the job progresses with payment required upfront. Some criminals 
may even convince you to visit your bank branch to withdraw money whilst they set up their 
equipment.   Always request a written quotation on headed notepaper and never make 
upfront payments. 

HOW TO PROTECT YOURSELF AGAINST FRAUD  

If you receive a request to provide personal or financial information whether that’s over the 
phone, in an email, online or through social media always remember:   

• Criminals are experts at impersonating people, organisations, and the police. They 
spend hours researching you for their fraudulent schemes, hoping you will let your 
guard down for just a moment.   

• Stop and think for 5 minutes - It could protect you and your money. 

• If you are unsure, then talk to a trusted relative or friend 

• Avoid making payments by Bitcoins or Gift Cards if asked 
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Mobile Phone Thefts 
Criminals used to steal mobile phones for the value of selling the handsets on to anyone who 
was willing to pay. However nowadays they are much more likely to be stolen for the value of 
the contents, and the access they can get to your personal and financial information, and so we 
see a rise in mobile phone thefts. 
 
For example, many users have their Banking Apps or banking card details in a “Wallet” on the 
phone, and if they are not securely protected then the criminal has a rich source of information 
to use and can empty your bank account very quickly. Also remember never to keep any physical 
bank cards with your mobile phone. 
 
 Criminals often work in groups with one person distracting the victim, whilst another person 
tries to observe the passcode being entered and a third person may then actually steal the 
phone. The criminals often take advantage of the victims late at night, when venues are closing, 
and the victims may not be so alert to their surroundings.  
 
 So how can you protect yourself? 
 

• Never leave your phone. iPad or Tablet unattended, out of your sight or visible on a 
table in a public place 

 

• Make sure your phone is not visibly protruding from your pocket where the 
opportunist can grab it. 

 

• Never handover your phone to anyone you do not know, who may ask to “borrow” 
your phone to call a taxi for example. 

 

• Be aware of your surroundings and only use your phone if it is safe to do so; in public 
places try and keep your back to a wall when using the phone, so no one can come 
behind you and grab the phone. 

 

• Watch out for anyone behind you on public transport “shoulder surfing” to discover 
your PIN. Use of stronger passwords make it more difficult to “shoulder surf”. 

 

• On busy city streets watch out for anyone on bikes or mopeds following you 
 

• When you have finished using it, make sure you put it away, out of sight. 
 

• Never store Passwords on your phone 
 
Further steps to take in case your phone is stolen.  
 

• Secure your phone by making best use of its security features with a strong PIN, 
Passcode or Password which can stop anyone using it if stolen. 
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• Get your IMEI number which is unique to your phone and can help to locate it if lost 
or stolen – dial *#06# on your keypad then keep a note of it in a secure place. 

 

• Use a Tracking app – you can set this up on your phone so you can then see where it 
is quickly from your laptop or other device. 

 

• Turn off message previews so thieves will not be able see any messages with reset or 
login codes when your phone is locked.  

 

• Contact your bank as soon as possible to prevent any transactions being made from 
your stolen phone 

 

Take Five to Stop Fraud 
 
STOP: Taking a moment to stop and think before parting with your money or information 
could keep you safe. 
  
CHALLENGE: Could it be fake? It’s OK to reject, refuse or ignore any requests. Only criminals 
will try to rush or panic you.  
 
PROTECT: Contact your bank immediately if you think you’ve fallen for a scam and report it to 
Action Fraud 
 
ALWAYS REMEMBER: 
 
•    Avoid disclosing security details 
•    Emails, Phone Calls and Texts may not be authentic 
•    Always make direct contact with any organisation by using a genuine phone number  
•    Stop and Challenge any unexpected requests 
•    Protect others by reporting Fraud and Scams 

 

How You Can Help Stop Fraud 
• If you’ve fallen for a scam, report it to Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040 or via 

actionfraud.police.uk 

• Scam Text messages can be forwarded to 7726 to help phone providers take early 
action and block numbers that generate spam on their networks.  

• You can also report Scam mobile calls by texting 7726 with the word “Call” 
followed by the scam caller’s phone number. 

• Forward Fake Emails received to report@phishing.gov.uk 

• If you think your bank account or personal banking details have been used 
fraudulently, then use the short phone number - 159 - to contact the Fraud 
Prevention Department of most major UK banks. 

mailto:report@phishing.gov.uk
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Church Services at St. Mark’s (services in the Village Hall) 
 
2nd Sunday  11.15 am              Worship4ll - Family Service 
 
4th Sunday   11.15 am              Holy Communion 
 

It’s Not All Jam & Cake at Fairfield Women’s Institute 

With interesting activities & speakers there's something for everyone.  

Meetings on the 2nd Wednesday of the month, 7pm at the Village Hall 

Support Your Village Hall – Join the 200 Club 
 

Not a member, why not join? 
 
For only £1.00 month, you will be supporting the Village Hall, and there 
are cash prizes to be won! 
 
For an application form & further information visit: 
https://fvca.org.uk/200-club/  

 

Bournheath Village Community Centre 
 

1st & 3rd Wednesday of each month  

 
10.30am – Noon 

Meet & Catchup with other residents from the Fairfield-Bournheath Community 
 

 
7.30pm – 9.00pm 

Social Table Tennis 

https://fvca.org.uk/200-club/
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Bromsgrove Arts – the home of Fairfield Flicks, Music & Drama 
 
Welcome to BROMSGROVE ARTS, a Community Entertainment 
initiative that is delivered by a brilliant team of volunteers. 
 
Thank you for your support we are able to bring people together and 
help reduce loneliness and social isolation.   
 
Our programme continues to be varied, with recent movie releases, 

quality live music on our stage, touring drama and Event Cinema productions.  We aim to keep 
admission prices affordable, sometimes we control the price, and at other times we do not, and 
we will try our best to keep prices as low as possible for all of you.  If you book online, we do 
not charge a Booking Fee. 
 
Some of our screenings are very popular, so advanced booking to avoid disappointment is 
advisable.   
 
For further information and to book advance tickets visit www.bromsgrovearts.org.uk, 
alternatively tickets can be purchased from our community shop or before/during the interval 
of any of our screenings/events. 
 
Our licensed bar sells a selection of WINES, CIDERS, WOODCOTE BREWERY BEERS as well as soft 
drinks, and our volunteer team will offer you a warm welcome. 
 
NEVER MISS WHAT’S GOING ON 
 
For updates on What’s Coming to Bromsgrove Arts, why not subscribe to our e-Newsletter? 
 
We will not share your email address, and you can unsubscribe at any time. 
 
To subscribe, email hello@bromsgrovearts.org.uk or fill in the subscription form that can be 
found on our website. 
 

VOLUNTEER WITH US 
 
If you would like to join our flexible volunteer team to help deliver our growing Bromsgrove Arts 
programme, serving behind the bar, helping with lighting, promoting our events, do get in touch 
hello@bromsgrovearts.org.uk   
 
Have you got a camera and can you take High Quality photographs for media publication?  We 
need your assistance, drop us an email. 
 
We also need some muscle, supporting our live music events (setting up: usually 3pm -4pm on 
day of gig, and clearing the hall: after the show). Your help would be appreciated. 

http://www.bromsgrovearts.org.uk/
mailto:hello@bromsgrovearts.org.uk
mailto:hello@bromsgrovearts.org.uk
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OUR SUMMER BARTS PROGRAMME 
For full details of each of the below shows/screenings, visit www.bromsgrovearts.org.uk or 

pick up our What’s On programme booklet from the Village Hall. 

 
16th May 8.00pm Live Music:  The Classic Blues Show 

20th May 2.30pm H is for Hawk 

20th May 7.00pm National Theatre Live:  All My Sons 

27th May 7.30pm Mother’s Pride 

30th May 8.00pm Live Music:  Paul Mills- Simply Dylan , Donovan, And 
Me  

7th June 7.00pm National Theatre Live: The Playboy of the Western 
World 

13th June 8.00pm Live Music:  Rewind The Seventies Tribute Show 

24th June 7.30pm Song Sung Blue 

27th June 8.00pm The Magic Room Stage Show 

5th July 7.00pm National Theatre Live: Les Liaisons Dangereuses 

11th July 8.00pm Live Music:  Amit Dattani & Joe Bayliss 

15th July 2.30pm Check website for details 

15th July 7.30pm Kangaroo 

22nd July 7.30pm The Magic Faraway Tree 

2nd August 7.30pm The Sheep Detectives 

8th August 7.00pm Andre's Summer Concert 

9th August 2.00pm Andre's Summer Concert 

19th August 2.30pm Set up for Willow Hill 

19th August 8.00pm Live Music:  Willow Hill 

26th August 7.00pm Andre's Summer Concert 

 

Support Throughout The Year 

 
If you need a chat, try calling one of the following who are available to listen:  
 
•  Victim Advice Line - 0800 952 3000 
•  West Mercia Women's Aid Helpline (available to help all victims) - 0800 980 3331 
•  Men’s Advice Line - 0808 801 0327 
•  The Mix (for under 25s) - 0808 808 4994 
•  National LGBT+ Domestic Abuse Helpline - 0800 999 5428 
•  Samaritans - 116 123 

http://www.bromsgrovearts.org.uk/

