There’s a sprinkle of magic about Pepper Wood, a rare remnant of
Worcestershire’s medieval hunting forest. Julian Rollins is your guide

JUST OUT OF earshot
of the M5, birdsong
pierces peaceful
Pepper Wood,
a little slice of
England’s living
heritage. There's
arhythm to its
year, and April
o is a turning point.
4 Coppicing season
is over and twice a
week the wood's devoted
volunteers get together to bash
brambles and spruce the paths.
Spreading across almost 60
hectares, not far from Bromsgrove,
this wood has defied the odds.
Dating to at least 1600, it was
once just a sliver of the medieval
Feckenham Forest, a vast royal
hunting ground which cloaked
much of Worcestershire and
Warwickshire. Today only pockets

remain - and Pepper itself was
clear-felled after World War Two.
By the time the Trust bought it in
the early 1980s, it was badly in
need of TLC. That job, says our
site boss Jane Ward, has fallen to
local people - and they've been
coming up trumps for 35 years.
Our band of woodlanders has
brought back coppice rotation,
trimming a tranche of trees then
moving on to another. Their
trimmings are sold as beanpoles,
pea sticks, firewood and charcoal,
which means the wood is close to
self-financing (helped too by
regular cash injections from the
lan Addison Foundation) - and it's
aliving demonstration of how our
ancestors used woods. In turn
coppicing has boosted wildlife by
allowing in sunlight: blackcaps
and chiffchaffs nest, and there are
more than 100 flowering plants.
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It's testimony to the volunteers’
efforts that the wood now has
Site of Special Scientific Interest
status: other dwellers here include
the white admiral butterfly and
the rare land caddis, a fly whose
larvae live in tiny structures they
build from grains of sand.

So this survivor looks to have a
promising future - especially since
the Trust has just spent £55,000

on Gorsy Piece, a 13-acre arable

field next-door. In one corner lies
another five-acre fragment of
ancient woodland, and Jane says
the plan is to let nature take back
the rest, Pepper’s flora creeping
out to reclaim the farmland.

Getting there: from Junction 4 of
the M5, head west on the A491
then left at the roundabout to
Fairfield. Turn right on Brook Road
there, and right again to the wood.

Did you
know...

The wonderful
white admiral
glides in Pepper
Wood's glades
and rides,
feeding on
a wide range
of wildflowers.
Its caterpillars
are choosier,
though - they
will only sup on
honeysuckle
leaves.




