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Catshill South 

Happy New Year to you all, and many thanks for your continued support. 

Christmas Light switch was a wonderful afternoon, thoroughly enjoyed by everyone.  Thank you to 

all volunteers for their invaluable help.  I will be in touch with the Events committee to start planning 

this year’s asap.  A date of 30th November has been suggested. 

Catshill Growing / In Bloom project plans are now coming together under Catshill Village Hall and 

volunteers.   We have the schools committed along with the local Scouts to help with planting and 

maintenance.  The last planter by the Spar will be completed within the next few weeks.  The 

children at Chadsgrove have worked really hard and enjoyed the planting. 

I am continuing speed monitoring around my division with the local Safer Neighbourhood Team.  

Enforcement will continue on Stourbridge Road Catshill and Fairfield and will start on Golden Cross 

Lane in the Spring. 

You may have noticed the ‘Parking Buddies’ I have funded from divisional funding for the three first 

schools in my division.  I have had excellent feedback from parents, highlighting the need to be 

respectful and safe when parking near schools. 

 



 

A stakeholder meeting will take place in Bromsgrove Library 4th February at 9am to discuss the 

future of Catshill Library.  WCC are consulting with the public regarding remodelling the services 

provided, looking at ways to generate income in some libraries which will help keep services as they 

are now.   

Investments into the County 
 
Worcestershire County Council is proposing to invest millions of pounds into tackling congestion, 
improving town centres and upgrading railway stations across the county. The capital investments 
have been announced as part of the Council's proposed Budget for the next financial year.  
 
Proposals include £2.5m for town centre improvements in Evesham, Redditch, Stourport and 
Worcester. It is proposed that the Council's programme to relieve congestion will be extended with 
an additional £5 million to be spent over the next 3 years. 
  
Other proposed capital investments include £4m to build a new footbridge across the River Severn in 
north Worcester and to refurbish Sabrina Bridge in the city to support walking and cycling. An 
additional £5m is to be invested into the upgrading of railway stations. 
 
Councillor Simon Geraghty, the Leader of Worcestershire County Council, said:  
 
"These capital investments are essential for us to continue to support Worcestershire's growing 
economy. By investing into the county's infrastructure we will help to attract more businesses and 
build more homes which will help us to grow the Council's income." 
 
"The Budget that we are proposing will invest £26 million in these schemes over the next three years 
while at the same time providing significant revenue investments into adult social care and into 
improving the lives of the county's children and young people. We plan to spend an additional £23 
million pounds next year on social care in Worcestershire as demand for these services grows." 
 
"We have also listened to the feedback during the Budget consultation process. So we are deleting 
proposed savings attributed to highways and our countryside service. We are reducing the savings 
proposals for libraries and the archives service as well as proposing a new Communities Fund to help 
enable the changes the need to happen."     
 
The Council's Budget: 
 
The County Council's revenue funding is due to go up by more than £6 million pounds in the next 
financial year. However the pace of growth in income is not keeping up with the increase in demand 
for social care. A set of saving proposals were announced last month including the redesign of the 
Council and a review of all commercial contracts. 
 
Since then Council's across Worcestershire have been told that they can expect to receive an 
additional £4.9 million to help to reduce future demand in social care following a successful bid to 
the government for a one year 75% Business Rates pilot. The pilot means that more money from 
business rates gathered in Worcestershire next year will remain in the county. 
 
It is proposed that Council Tax will be increased by 3.99% with 2.99% to support the general budget 
and 1% ring fenced for Adult Social Care.  



 
The increase is the equivalent to 93p per week extra on a Band D property.  
 
If the final budget proposals are approved by Councillors next month, Council Tax rates in 
Worcestershire would continue to be amongst the lowest in the country for county councils.  
 
 
Next week we mark the second annual Celebrating Social Workers Week here at the County Council. 
Social workers and social care staff from both adults and children's services are invited to attend 
workshops and events taking place throughout the week.  
 

Working in partnership with Worcestershire Wildlife Trust, we have successfully bid for £1.3million 
to run the Natural Networks programme which will help to improve the environment. The scheme is 
aimed at organisations such as parish councils, small and medium businesses, not for profit 
organisations and statutory bodies. To find out more go to 
www.worcestershire.gov.uk/naturalnetworks 
 
Well done to all those involved in the 2018 Summer Reading Challenge delivered in our libraries. The 
figures were published this week and show it was a big success. The number of children and young 
people who completed the challenge in Worcestershire was 2,959, which is 74.2% of those who 
signed up - the highest percentage in the West Midlands. 

The Council is now offering people who need domiciliary care but who pay for their care, access to 
our brokerage service to help find a provider. This service will help people to make informed choices 
about different options with different providers to meet their care needs and help put those 
arrangements in place. To access this service people need to contact the Access Centre on 01905 
768053.  

We've been ranked one of the best councils in the country for the time it takes us to repair potholes. 
New figures released by the RAC Foundation show that it takes our Highways Team up to one hour 
to fix potholes across the county. 

WORCESTERSHIRE County Council is delighted to be sponsoring the Worcestershire Education 
Awards for the third year running. The awards were officially launched at the University Arena on 
Thursday, January 17. The county council is once again proud to be sponsoring the  
category Teacher/Lecturer of the Year. Nominations are now being sought by schools, teachers, 
pupils and members of the public for a teacher or lecturer who is a worthy winner in 2019. 
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