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Local Issues 

Catshill  

Christmas light switch on was a great event, attended by over 200 people.  Lots of residents commented on the lovely lights on the 

village hall along with the additional street lights.  This year there will be more street lights. 

Dementia Friends – held a Pop up café in the village hall, very informative afternoon.  We intend on getting together again in the 

next couple of months. 

Defibs are now up and running in the Baptist Church as well as the Meadows. 

Catshill Growing – I am working with the schools to get Catshill Growing, I have donated some divisional funding to help get the 

children involved in planting flowers, bulbs and herbs.  Catshill First School will be planting outside the gates.  Catshill Middle school 

will be planting pots for along the railings and outside the library.  Chadsgrove School are building a bug hotel and pots for outside 

the school as well as working on the area outside the spar. The school will also maintain the area.   We will clear the greenery and 

the children will then plant bulbs. All the school’s efforts can then be incorporated into Catshill In Bloom next year. I am also 

working with the town centres manager to get a Seed and Produce swop organised in the village, again this can then be part of the 

Catshill in Bloom project.  If anyone knows any keen gardeners who would like to be involved please get in touch. 

Fairfield 

Dropped kerbs are now on the list, we are waiting for BT to complete their work before we can proceed. 

School Crossing – area to be assessed for a crossing patrol.  The more people crossing the road the better!  The school and I tried to 

set up a walking bus, using The Swan car park and the layby on Stourbridge Road, unfortunately not enough people where available 

to make a commitment. 

School expansion – A proposal has been put forward to increase the school from Pan 23 to Pan 30 to address provision demand in 

the Bromsgrove area, particularly Year 1.  This will mean a construction of a new additional classroom and replacing two aging 

mobile classrooms.  12 months notice has been served on the tenant to quit by March 2019.   

318 Bus – to be continued with Diamond until September until the tender process has been completed. 

Wildmore 

Mortar batching plant – WCC has requested more information with a deadline of 1st May 2018.  Failing this the application will be 

determined on the information submitted.  Next planning committee will be 3rd July 2018. 

Bournheath  

Seven Trent works now started.  Road closures in place. 

Dodford 

Proposed speed reduction around the school, Fockbury and Priory Road.  Also yellow lines to be increased for safety. 

Bromsgrove District Council 

New Sport and Leisure Centre is now open and has been well received by residents.  Residents can enjoy the use of two pools with 

award winning swimming lessons, state of the art gym, a huge range of group exercise classes plus a clip n climb wall for climbers of 

all ages and abilities.  Luxurious spa facilities are also available. 

It has been a tough year for local government.  Under increasing financial pressure, local councils across the UK faced tough 

decisions about whether to cut services or raise council tax dramatically. Despite this your district council has balanced the books 

and will maintain all frontline services with a minimal council tax increase of just 12p per week for the average household. 

Worcestershire County Council 

Grit bins – Following our recent bad weather, I have had a meeting with highways and drove round my division to see where we 

need additional bins.  These will now be assessed. 

Speeding is still a main concern around all the villages.  I am proposing a meeting with the Safety Road Partnership, Safer 

Neighbourhood Team, Highways  and the Police Crime Commissioner or his deputy to discuss how we can tackle this problem.  I will 



be inviting a member from each Parish Council to come to the meeting for their input.  First, I will be arranging some speed 

monitoring (local police have already started in some areas) strips in some areas, so we have the data to discuss. 

 

Worcestershire County Council has agreed to invest more than £18 million extra into supporting the county's most vulnerable 

people. 

 

County Council members approved the budget for 2018/19. The budget includes the investment of £10.5million into children's 

social care and a further £7.8m into adult's social care. 

 

These are two of the areas that residents living in Worcestershire consistently tell the County Council are most important to 

them. 

 

Councillor Andy Roberts, Cabinet Member with Responsibility for Children and Families, said: "We are committed to improving 

the lives of Worcestershire's children and young people. Children deserve the very best start in life that we can give them. There 

is a lot more that we have to do to support the ongoing work to improve Children's social care in Worcestershire. These 

additional funds will make a difference to children's lives and help us to deliver the improvements that we need to deliver." 

 

Councillor Adrian Hardman, Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member with Responsibility for Adult Social Care, said: "Along with the 

rest of the country we are facing difficult challenges to fund adult social care in Worcestershire. 

 

"People are living longer and often with more complex needs. We need to support the county's most vulnerable adults and we 

want to enable people to live independently for as long as possible. 

 

"The additional funds raised by ring fencing 3 per cent of this year's Council Tax increase for Adult Social Care will help us to 

help those adults who need are our support." 

 

There will be capital investment of £37.5 million on the county's roads and infrastructure to ensure Worcestershire's roads and 

pavements continue to be amongst the best in the country. 

 

Council Tax in Worcestershire will be increased by 4.94% (3% for Adult Social Care and 1.94% to provide investments into the 

services that are prioritised in the plan for Worcestershire, Shaping Worcestershire's Future). 

 

The increase is the equivalent to just over £1 per week extra on a Band D property. 

 

The budget has been developed following discussions with local businesses, parish and town councils, schools and voluntary 

and community organisations in a series of consultation briefings that have been held across Worcestershire. 

 

Worcestershire is one of the top places in the UK for the number of new business start-ups. 

 

 

The County has been ranked 18th in the whole of the country for the number of new firms starting out in 2017. 

 

In total, there were 7,804 new businesses formed in Worcestershire, which brings the total number of businesses registered in 

the county up to 38,764, according to new figures released by the Inform Direct UK Review of Company Formations. 

 

The 2017 figure is up by 15.9 per cent, or 1,200 businesses, compared to 2016. 

 

The latest stats reinforce the fact that Worcestershire has one of the fastest growing economies in the entire country and it 

remains Worcestershire County Council's aim to ensure the county remains 'Open for Business'. 

 

Councillor Ken Pollock, Cabinet Member responsible for Economy and Infrastructure, said: "We strive towards becoming an 

entrepreneurial county. 

 

"An increase in new companies across the county proves that Worcestershire is still Open for Business and hence a great place 

to invest. 

 

"It's imperative that new businesses have the support they need to survive and grow. A growing local economy will enable us to 

invest more in those areas that our residents and businesses tell us are most important to them." 

 

Of the 7,804 new businesses registered in the county, Bromsgrove saw the biggest increase, followed by Wychavon, 

Worcester, Redditch, Wyre Forest and Malvern Hills. 

 

The County Council has a number of support programmes for new businesses. For example, the Enterprising Worcestershire 

programme offers support to enable start-up and early stage enterprises to develop and prosper. 

 

Enterprising Worcestershire, which is managed by the County Council and part-funded by the European Regional Development 



Fund, offers ongoing support to new businesses. The programme has a range of workshops to provide new businesses with the 

knowledge to help business thrive. Grants are also available and a number have already been awarded to early stage 

enterprises in the county. 

 

Based in Bromsgrove, creative services agency Studio B61 signed up for the Enterprising Worcestershire programme in August 

2017. 

 

Sian Conway, Studio B61 joint business owner said: "Thanks to Enterprising Worcestershire we have expanded our service 

offering and can compete against some of the larger marketing agencies who have state of the art equipment. 

 

"We also have ongoing mentoring so we know that support is there when we need it." 

 

For help and advice setting up a new business in Worcestershire, visit the Enterprising Worcestershire pages on Worcestershire 

County Council's website: http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/info/20431/enterprising_worcestershire. 

 

Finally, I would like to thank all residents and Parish Councils for their patience with me during 

my first year in office.  I have really enjoyed it and will continue to work hard on your behalf. I 

do have monthly meetings with our Highways Liaison Officer to discuss issues around the 

division. 

 

Shirley Webb 

Swebb2@worcestershire.gov.uk 

Tel. 01527 882392 / 07803 437489 

 

 

Please remember you can report problems (potholes, drains, trees etc) at 

www.worcestershire.gov.uk reporting page. 
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