Public Consultation – Autumn 2018

Proposed Expansion of
Fairfield First School
Introduction
Worcestershire County Council is consulting on a proposal to expand places at Fairfield
First School. This document helps to explain the following:






What is proposed
Why it is being proposed
The process for consultation
Who is being consulted
What happens at the end of the consultation period

Have your say…
The four week consultation period commences on Monday 12 th November and closes at
noon on Friday 7th December 2018. It is very important that all those involved have their
say.
School Details
Address:

Fairfield First School,
Stourbridge Road, Fairfield, Bromsgrove, Worcestershire, B61 9LZ

Telephone 01527 873081
Email

office@fairfield.worcs.sch.uk

website

www.fairfield.worcs.sch.uk

Status:

Community

Age
Range

5 to 9

Number
on Roll as
at Oct 17

116

Background
Worcestershire County Council, as the Local Authority responsible for education provision,
has a statutory responsibility to make sure that there are sufficient places to allow all of the
children in Worcestershire who wish to attend a taxpayer funded school to do so. Taxpayer
funded schools are those which are maintained by the Local Authority or receive funding
direct from the government, such as Academies and Free Schools. Ensuring that there are
sufficient places is known as 'Basic Need'.
The Local Authority monitors information on the number of school aged children as well as
pre-school children. The information on known pre-school aged children comes from the
Health Authority and allows the council and schools to plan for the future.
In 2017 the Local Authority began discussions to increase the number of places available in
Bromsgrove First Schools in recognition of a higher than average number of pupils entering
reception in 2016. A number of options were consulted upon to support this cohort throughout
the time at first schools, and one of the options considered is to increase Fairfield First School
from its current PAN of 23 pupils per year up to 30 per year. If approved this increase would
take effect from September 2020.

Objective
The objective of this proposal is to provide additional primary school places in the
Bromsgrove area to manage demand. The additional places will be of good quality and in a
school which is popular with parents.

Benefits to the School
Fairfield First School is currently graded 'Good' by Ofsted and demand for places at the
school has always remained high. In 2016, the school admitted 25 pupils into reception class
in response to the higher numbers of pupils in the Bromsgrove educational district.
Moving to 30 pupils per year group would offer a number of potential benefits to the school
such as:








Further build upon the recent ‘Good’ Ofsted grading and continue to offer high quality
education in the north side of Bromsgrove to accommodate more children in a village
setting.
Being able to assist in accommodating the increasing numbers across the town,
alleviating previous admission issues by being able to take more children.
Consistent organisation of classes (i.e. single aged groupings) to fit in with the majority
of surrounding schools. This will help ensure activities such as curriculum
development; school-to-school collaboration and moderation can be more easily
accessed and will ensure rigour to all school judgements.
Further increase the academic standards at Fairfield First School, with staff more able
to focus upon single year groups.
Make the school attractive to families across the town of Bromsgrove and surrounding
locality with the removal of split age classes.
It would go some way to ensuring the financial sustainability of Fairfield First for future
years.
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Pupil Numbers & Evidence of Demand
The table below shows the numbers of roll in the Bromsgrove Educational Planning Area
since 2012
Year

R

1

2

3

4

Total

October 2012

661

669

652

639

633

3254

October 2013

630

670

675

646

645

3266

October 2014

691

633

673

681

640

3318

October 2015

677

703

643

673

677

3373

October 2016

729

680

705

649

673

3436

October 2017

700

734

683

702

655

3474

A bulge birth year entering Bromsgrove first schools in 2016 has created pressure on places.
Schools across the educational planning area admitted 729 pupils in October 2016 against
730 places, leaving little room for families moving into the area or in-year movement. By
October 2017 the number of children in that year group had increased to 734 against 730
available places, and demand continued to grow throughout the year.
The table below shows the numbers on roll at Fairfield First School since 2012
Year

R

1

2

3

4

Total

October 2012
October 2013
October 2014

23
19
23

23
23
22

23
23
21

23
21
22

19
21
21

111
107
109

October 2015

23

23

21

23

23

113

October 2016

25

23

24

22

23

117

October 2017

23

26

22

24

21

116

Proposed Admission Arrangements
It is intended to publish a Published Admission Number of 30 for 2020 reception intake. No
other changes are proposed in respect of the admission criteria for this school.

Accommodation Required
A feasibility study has been undertaken to explore how best to expand the school building to
accommodate the increase in numbers. One additional classroom would be required to
increase as proposed. Additionally, there are two ageing mobile classrooms at this school
that will likely require replacement in the very near future. The proposal has therefore been
designed to meet both of these requirements with minimal disruption to the school. The
proposal outlines a new three classroom block which will provide the additional classroom
needed for expansion as well as the two new classrooms needed in replacement of the two
mobile classrooms that will eventually be removed.
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The feasibility report dated December 2017 (Appendix One) outlines the required changes to
the school if the proposal went ahead and gives an estimate of the likely costs involved, along
with a timeline for delivery.
If the proposal is supported, more detailed design work will need to take place to finalise the
scheme ahead of seeking necessary planning approvals, and interested parties will also have
the opportunity to comment on the design at that stage. The Local Authority will also look to
work in partnership with the school towards delivering the necessary building work.

School Premises and Play Areas
Many regulations relating to school premises, including the level of playing field provision,
have been dissolved or slimmed down by the Department for Education. Guidelines set out
suggested areas for outdoor space but these are non-statutory. The Local Authority will make
what it considers reasonable provision of outside space to support the learning and
achievement needs of the children attending the school, taking account of site specific factors
in each case.
The proposed removal of the two mobile classrooms currently situated on the school
playground will release additional external hard play space, and the proposed new three
classroom extension will be built on neighbouring land owned by the Local Authority, thus
expanding the school site accordingly.

Funding & Cost
The estimated cost of this project has been identified as £1,258,646, which will be met from
the Local Authority's Basic Need Capital Grant allocation it received from the Department for
Education for 2018/19. However, this may be supplemented by any S106 contributions the
Local Authority may receive arising from housing development in the area.

Travel and Accessibility
As part of the informal consultation run by the school in autumn 2017, some local residents
expressed concerns about the impact of additional children on local traffic congestion at the
start and end of the school day. This is a common concern for many school expansion
projects, and as part of the Local Authority's decision making process, the School Governing
Body was asked to take note of the concerns raised during the informal consultation. The
Local Authority is satisfied that an open and transparent informal consultation was conducted
by the school and that the Governing Body has taken note of the concerns raised. The Local
Authority will continue to work closely with the school, who are proactive in encouraging
parents and pupils to use sustainable methods of travel to and from school. A school travel
plan will be submitted as part of any planning application for the proposed building works
which will consider appropriate measures to help mitigate any local impact.

Equal Opportunity Issues
An Equality Impact Screening was carried out on this proposal. No issues were identified.
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Proposal Consultees
This document will be made available to:
 Parents and carers of pupils
attending the named schools
 Staff and Governors of other local
schools
 Local District and County
Councillors






Immediate neighbours
Local Member of Parliament
Cabinet Member Responsible for
Children and Families
Any other known local stakeholder

Procedure for Responses
Please note that this four week consultation period commences on Monday 12th
November 2018 and that responses must be received by noon on Friday 7th
December 2018.
Anyone wishing to make a response to this proposal can either:
Submit your comments by completing the online response form available on the WCC
website at www.worcestershire.gov.uk/schoolconsultations
Or write to
Provision Planning & Accommodation Team
Ref: Fairfield First School Expansion Proposals
Children, Families and Communities
PO Box 73
Worcester
WR5 2YA
Or e-mail
ppa@worcestershire.gov.uk

Decision Making
At the conclusion of this consultation period the Local Authority will consider evidence from
the various sources in order to reach a considered view on the merits of the proposal, in
particular:






The quality of current education provision at the school
How the proposed expansion might improve quality at the school
Demand for places at the school or in the local area
The cost and feasibility of required building works
The response to the public consultation.

Any objections to the proposal will be considered on behalf of the Local Authority by the
Cabinet Member with Responsibility for Education & Skills before a final decision is made on
whether to proceed with the proposal.
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Appendix One
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